From STANDING FOR SOMETHING by President Gordon B. Hinckley  (abridgment and selections)

The hand of the Almighty was manifest on this continent even before the United States of America came into being. 

The…(Mayflower Compact) was the first charter of civil liberty drawn in America, the first of a succession of instruments that became the foundation of the miracle that is America.

It is my conviction….that there has not been before or since so large a group of talented, able, dedicated and inherently good men as those whom we call the Founding Fathers of our nature. For as long as they lived and led, they acknowledged the hand of the Almighty in the affairs of this republic.

There was drafted a Declaration of Independence, which concluded, “And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Live, our Fortunes and our Sacred Honor. 

…our Founding Father were men whom God of Heaven had raised up, men who saw with a greater vision and dreamed a better and more inspired dream, men more concerned with the good of the whole than with their own personal comfort, reputations, or image before the people. 

There were differences of opinion, sharp and deep and bitter. But somehow, under the inspiration of the Almighty, there was forged the Constitution of the United States.

The Constitution and Bill of Rights form the keystone of our nation. …they came not alone of the brain and purpose of humans, but of the inspiration of the Almighty…God himself directed the founding of this great nation.

The document wrought in the miracle of Philadelphia provided for orderly changes of government, and the wonder of it is that through two centuries, order has been preserved and observed. 

But there is trouble in the land. We face challenges the Founding Fathers could not have possibly imagined or conceived; our societal challenges would have horrified them.

We are a people of contention…we have lost some of our competitive edge…we spend billions of our resources in litigation….our spiritual power is sapped by a floodtide of pornography,…epidemic use of narcotics, …and by a declining moral standard that is alarming and devastating to relationships, families, and the integrity of our nation as a whole.  We are forgetting God.

America is still strong, but destructive forces have been and are at work.  There is a serious unsteadiness in our country’s stance in terms of morality, ethics, principles, and behavior.  We as a people and a nation have increasingly neglected and abandoned time honored virtues that have been proven through the centuries.

…an unprecedented majority of Americans believe that private morality has no connection with public behavior and credibility.

For a good while, there has been going on in this nation a process that I have termed the secularization of American. The single most substantial factor in the degeneration of the values and morals of our society is that we as a nation are forsaking the Almighty…

People who carry in their hearts a strong conviction concerning the living reality of the Almighty and their accountability to Him for what they do with their lives are far less likely to become enmeshed in problems that inevitably weaken society.  The loss of this conviction, the almost total secularizing of our public attitudes, has been largely responsible for the terrible social illnesses now running rampant among us. 

In short we are turning our hearts away from the God of the universe. Divine Law has become a meaningless phrase. 

Lack of self discipline and of a sense of responsibility is one of the fruits of the increasing secularization of our society. 

Our sickness is not difficult to diagnose, nor is the remedy complicated to prescribe. Healing in our hearts and in our homes, and subsequently throughout society, will begin to occur when we individually and collectively return to the code of ethics and canons of divine truth that our honored forefathers lived by. 

…our great interest, must be to preserve for the generations to come those wondrous elements of our society and manner of living that will bequeath to them the strengths and the goodness of which we have been the beneficiaries. To do so we must retard and then halt the decay we observe about us.

As we enter the twenty first century, it is imperative that we renew our spiritual anchors. Future blessings will come only as we deserve them. If we would individually and collectively resolve to stand for something, to lift our voices for truth a goodness and offer our supplications to our Eternal Father, those supplications would be hear and the result would be remarkable. 

There is something reassuring about standing for something, and knowing what we stand for. For men and women who are true to themselves and to the virtues and standards they have personally adopted, it is not difficult to be true to others.  Those who are committed to, and have patterned their lives after, a Higher Power need not rely on public opinion, which is often blatantly skewed. 

Here is the answer to tawdry politics that place selfish interests and pursuits above the common good.  Let people everywhere bow in reverence before the Almighty who is our one true source of strength. Let us look inward and adjust our priorities and standards, recommitting ourselves to time honored virtues that embrace right and shun wrong. Let us look outward in the spirit of the Golden Rule. Let us work tirelessly to defend and strengthen the family, which is the fundamental unit of society. 

